Vigil at CCCC recognizes fight against child abuse, sexual assault
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amEn AUE NTELS  FIGIIRIRNGH #Y
James Lowell Willis of Holly
Springs.

Police reported the death at
6:05 p.m.

The man had been using the
restrogmn and happened fo be
noticed by & manager, After
several hours, the manager
returned, and noticed the man
was still there.

The manager was able to
ppen the stall, but onable to
rouse the man and called 91 |,

Police and first onders
urived but the maﬁm al-
eady dead,

Police are waiting for an-
opey results to defermine g
auge of death but have maled

it foul ﬁlay. according to
:ltﬁ]:mm olice Chief %ﬁ’-viﬂ
“ollins.

Vigil at CCCC recognizes fight
against child abuse, sexual assault

More than fifty community
members came together at the
Pittsboro Campus of Central

Carodina Community College
recenily for the fitth annual
" Stand ther: An Event to

Mark Child Abuse Prevention
end Sexual Assault Aware-
ness  Month. The event
capped off & month of activi-
nes  highlighting  Chatham
County’s efforts to address
bath of these issues.
Sponsored by the Coalition
for Fu.mli_'l:.r P]e&?gr. and the Fo-
cus on Family Su -
mnitbee of the mecmw
Partnership for Children, the

~hair of the Count
ight), leads a vigi

inult awareness,

CHATHAM AGAINST ABUSE AND ASSAULT...
Board of Commissioners, Sally Kost (far
for child sbuse prevention and sexual as-

R Ty

event remembered children
atross the state lost to child
abuse in 2009 and promoted
prevention activities address-
ing child abuse and sexual
assaul,

Chair of the Chatham
County Board of Commis-
sioners, Sally Kost, opened
the event, sl":ari proclaima-
uons signed by the Boand of
Commissioners earlier in the
month. : :

“T have abhways besn im-
pressed with how strong our
county is in working with vic-
tims and preventing abuase,™
said Kost.  “You have the
support of the Board of
Commissiopers,”

Assistant District Attorney
Kayley Taber was the keynate
speaker. She addressed the
group sharing her experience
in  prosecuting  both  child
pbuse and sexual assault case
in Chatham County,

“One of the major changes
over the past years [ have seen
5 In our ability to prosecute
these cases,™ said Taber, “We
have learned how to do a bel-
ter job of prosecuting them
and are getting convictions.”

Taber  encouraged  those
gthered to do their part in
ealing with abuse. “If you

see something that makes you
uneasy, hear something that
hurts your heart or know
about something that makes
ou feel queasy, tell someone.
fren victims of child abuse

and sexual assault are not able
to speak out. It is vour job to
help them," she said.

Jennie Knstiangen from the
Chatham County Department
of BSocial Services talked
about Chathemn County's re-
sponse (0 child abuse, “Last

in Chatham County we
ad 381 reports of child abusge
and . neglect, with 75 families

neadi ongoing  services,”
aid ﬁstimsgmﬂa. "We are con-
tinually looking &t how to

make thi better for chil-
dren and famdlies in Chatham
County.”

Eob Powell, Prevention Co-
ordinator for Family Violence
end Rape, shared information
about Chatham Coonty's ef-
forts to prevent sexual assault.
“I am excited to be working in
# county that has such stron
support prevention,” sai
Powell. “Here we are moving
toward & culture that does not -
support  sexual asganli,
through our work with schools
. ssicipating in  the

o] n mn

évent wgre Father Jim Fukes
of 5t Julia's Catholic Church,
and Sisters Voices, a group of
community girls, ages 8-12,

pertorm at  community
events, under the direction of
Leandra Strope.

To join in community efforts
to prevent child abuse and
sexual  assaull, comtact  fhe
Coalition for Family Pesce ar
S19-742-7320,
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