County leaders gather to launch program to respond to sex assaults
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On Morday, April 26, Fam-
ily Violence and Rape Crisis
Services (FVRC) met with
couniy  leaders  to
Chatham County's SART at
Chatham Hospital,

SART stands for Sexual As-
sanlt Respomse Team. These
teami are specialized w fit the
needs of their community,
with the goal of countesi
the experience of Sexual
frauma with & sensitive and
competent  response,  while
Increasing reporting and con-
viciion of sexual assaults,

“I'm here today becagse a
= sexual assaull happens ev
«  two minules in our country,”

safd Elizabeth Mieves, SART

Coordinator  with  FVRC.

“hnd nr_lllg.r 2 percent of assail-

ants will ever be held ae-

countable for their crime.”

Mieves said the use of a co-
ordinated,  community  ap-
preach te ihe investigation
and - peogecution of  sexual
crimes belps o ensure the
integrity and quality of evi-

© dence, which directly in-
creages the likelihood that the
assaclt can be successfully
prosecuted.

‘"We've seen the effective-
ness of coming together in a
coordinated  community  re-
sponse model to combat do-

. meEsic violence - we have.

‘excellent tralning, géod - poli=
- cies; andreven %undv:d Tpesis:

tons in all law enforcement

agencies,” said Kathy Hodges,

FVRC Co-Executive Dirsctor.

"It's time o creats the same

forum 0 combat sexual as-

sault, and we've gat the right
people at the table.

Mieves sald a SART also
[-‘u'flfmlI:s ¢ollaboration among
law enforcement, proseculors,
medical personnel, social ser-

o wices and wietim advocates.
+ Their work is to assure that
+ wiclims have and will seek the
broad range of necessary care
and services.
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COUNTY EICKES OFF SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE TEAM . . .
Elizabeth Mieves (standing a1 [2ft), SART Coordinator, speaks to Chatham County leaders
about the new Sexnal Assaolt Response Team.

County leaders gather to launch
program to respond to sex assaults

“It s important for sexual
assault victims to feel that the

Adgengies serving them, includ-

ing the police, are on the same
E{B.gn,” said Licutenant Lesia

cCollough of the Pittshoro
Police D nt, “We can
accomplish that unity of voice

and effort with a Chatham
County SART.”
In 1997, FVRC brought to-
her the Districe Aftormey’s
ffice, law enforcement offi-
ceérs fmom Siler City Police
Department, Pitisboro Police
Departreent  and  Chatham
County Sherf™s Da{arm':m
1o create the Criminal Justice
Task Force to focus on the
izaue of domestic violeance and
develop an effective system of
response, In 2003, the msk
fores was expanded to include
sexual assault issues. Instipot-
ing a SART i3 the next step in
an ongoing effort w increase
se to sexual assanlt
crimes and 1o increase regon-
ing of these crimes.

“The Criminal Justice Task-
force of the Coaliion for
Family Peace has had great
successes in creating protocol
for domestic vielence infer-
vention,” said Lisutenant Brad
Johngson  of  the  Chatham
County Shenil’s Department

and member of the Taskforce,
“T hope that this SART will
bring the same progress in
sexnzal assault cases, from in-
creasing the number of cases
feported to increasing arrests”

ieves stated that in 2 two
gu: period  approximately

(0 sexunl assouil cases weare
reparied w FVRC while only
about 50 were reported 1o po-
lice. Theugh some of those
cases reporied to FYRC likely
liappened cutside the two year
time frame, FVRC siill oaly

Jhears frem & small perceniage

of victims.
Al 13 pext meeting the Chat-
ham County SART will de-

termine the county's objec-

tives for the team, with the
main goals of incressing sex-
ual assault intervention and
reporing, and improving cob-
lsboration  among  service
ag.:n_y;:i,c,a, Taw el orosment,
health care providers and the

ul syatem.
ll-'ﬁ'[his will be another tool
we can use o ﬁ%ht sexual
assault™ snid Siker City Police
Chief Gary Tyson. “And the
mae tools we Tave, the betie
W Can SErVe Our COmmunity.”
For more information or oo

icipate in SART, contuci
.Eliaah:th Mieves ai 919-742-
7320 or by emal o
info@fvre.org.



