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Violence

the Garden House — FVRC’s
refuge where 44 women and 24
children were housed last year.

“We must prevent violence and
educate students with age-
proper advice in schools,”
Logan said. “We had 2,249
students who requested more
information last year.”

Logan also said that date
violence was becoming more
prevalent.

FVRC registered more than
3,500 hours of volunteer service
last year.
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“Sister’s Voice,” a choral of
4th-8" grade girls from all over
the county sang several lovely
songs, including
“Shenandoah.”

Hodges noted there had not
been a domestic violence
murder in the county in over
three years.

“Ann,” a 40-year-old mother,
enlightened the audience with
her survivor story of how she
and her two toddlers had finally
gotten away from her abusive
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Hodges and Logan before vigil . . .

Family Violence and Rape Crisis (FVRC) co-director
Kathy Hodges (L) and Chatham County Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Robert Logan (R) are shown before the vigil
began at the Siler City Town Hall. Both spoke to the
several dozen who came to lend their support to the victims

of abuse.

husband — on her 8 attempt to
do so.

“I wanted to get away but
every time I ran into some block
— paperwork was turned down
and I was not accepted into the
program [ wanted,” Ann said.
“Those were the times I did not
think I could make it on my
own.”

Ann moved to FVRC’s shelter
-The Garden Place - in March
2009, nervous and scared that
something else would impede her
reaching safety.

“Before my move, my children
and me were being emotionally
and verbally abused by my
husband. The children cried
often and would not leave my
side.” Ann told the crowd
listening to her tale of horror.

The children’s behavior has
now changed since they left the
abusive father.

Ann had another serious
challenge: she contracted colon
cancer, and for the ninth time,
she contemplated returning to her
abusive home and her violent
husband.

Since she arrived at The
Garden Place, Ann had started in
a women’s support group at the
FVRC office.

Jean Kilpatrick, Director of the
Garden Place, wouldn’t let lack
of support in this crisis be the
reason that Ann returned to an
abusive husband.

After a July 13 surgery, Ann is
now cancer-free.

Ann’s story touched everyone
present Thursday afternoon.

“The pieces of the puzzle are
coming together now,” she
concluded. “FVRC has given me
the strength to be who I was
supposed to be on my own.”



