
 

Family Violence & Rape Crisis Services 
2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9  A n n u a l  R e p o r t 

Promoting peaceful homes, building safe communities 
and empowering individuals and families to heal from 

domestic and sexual violence. 



Family Violence & Rape Crisis Services includes the Garden Place Shelter,  
Second Bloom Thrift Boutique and the Coalition for Family Peace. 
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Our Values 
 

Safety 
We believe that safety in our homes and communi-

ties is a basic, inherent right for all people regardless 

of race, gender, age, sexual orientation, socio-

economic or immigration status. 
 

Empowerment 
We believe that empowerment through education, 

information and support is inherently respectful of 

each individualõs unique experience and abilities and 

is the most effective tool for creating hope and 

change. 
 

Innovation and Competency 
We endeavor to do our work in a creative, profes-

sional and open manner that models shared leader-

ship and cooperative decision-making. 
 

Diversity and Collaboration 
We are committed to inclusive partnerships that 

value diversity and the opportunity for meaningful 

collaboration. 
 

Social Justice 
We are committed to fostering change in commu-

nity attitudes and responses surrounding the diffi-

cult and complex issues of domestic violence and 

sexual assault. 
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Since 1982, FVRC has 
worked with victims one at 

a time, increasing their 
safety and healing, and pro-
viding refuge when needed. 
Our work with community 
partners has helped build a 
healthier Chatham through 

extensive prevention and 
education efforts. We rec-

ognize that by building 
safer families, we build a 

stronger community. 



Let te r  f rom the  Co-Execu t i ve  D i rec to rs 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
     A sentence from last yearõs annual report 
letter leapt out as we contemplated this yearõs 
letter: òWe look forward to the coming year 
with a certain amount of concern,ó referring, of 
course, to the economic climate.  
     And right we were to be concerned; the eco-

nomic situation has continued to affect both 
our incomes and our demand for services. We 

have had to rely on reserves built up over the 
past to help get through the year.  Even so, we 
had to reduce staff hours in order to remain 

financially stable. It is the first time such cuts have reached down to our most basic services, 
crisis intervention and advocacyñ at a time when we were seeing an increased demand for 
services and fewer  community resources to help our clients.  

     Every staff member dreaded the impact on those needing our assistance; indeed, dreaded it 
so much that they all found ways to work harder for less. And we must say hereñwhat an 
amazing group of dedicated Advocates and Counselors! Even our Volunteer Coordinator 
stepped up to share the client load. Throughout the year there really was  no light at the end of 

the tunnel, but we all kept the faith.  
     Amidst constant challenges many small victories kept us going; we were able to keep our 
summer day camp in place, and many community groups stepped forward to help us maintain 
and improve our physical facilities at both the shelter and Pittsboro office. During this time, 

Kathy returned from sabbatical appropriately refreshed and redoubled her efforts in the grant 
mill. New opportunities for funding came about as our government took steps to turn our 
economy around.  
     We are all now climbing toward the peaks once again. FVRC may have to slow down some-
times, but we do not falter in our forward motion. As the Pat Humphries song saysñweõre 
gonna keep on moving forward. And we are much more optimistic looking forward this year. 
Our concern has shifted to confidence. 
 

With hope and determination, 

 
 
 
Jo Sanders, MSW, LCSW          Kathy Hodges, MSW       
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