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S p r i n g  2 0 0 9  

Family Violence & Rape Crisis Services of Chatham County  

C o a l i t i o n  F o r  F a m i l y  P e a c e  

PROMOTING  PEACEFUL  HOMES , B UILDING  SAFE  COMMUNITIES , AND  

EMPOWERING  I NDIVIDUALS  AND  FAMILIES  TO  HEAL  FROM  

 DOMESTIC  AND  SEXUAL  V IOLENCE . 

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month  

 One our greatest resources is our children, and our future 

will be determined by their innovative ideas, talents and 

leadership.   It is crucial that we take on the responsibility to 

guide and nurture their development.   We can fulfill our duty to 

ensure that every child in our community has a healthy and safe 

upbringing by working together to prevent child abuse.    

  Each year, hundreds of thousands of reports of child abuse 

are made in North Carolina, and many more go unreported.   This 

is a tragedy for our children and a tragedy for our state.   

  Acts that harm children or place them at risk put their 

futures in jeopardy. As a community we must work not only to 

intervene and help children when abuse and neglect occur but 

we must provide support and help to families to prevent  abuse 

and the resulting problems.  

  When children are able to grow and develop in a caring and 

nurturing home environment, they are much more likely to have 

brighter futures and make a positive impact in their 

community.   By investing in our children, we are investing in the 

success of North Carolina.  

 We must work collaboratively to uphold our promise of 

protecting our children, and we applaud Chathamôs  law 

enforcement and public agencies, as well as the countless 

community organizations, schools, businesses and concerned 

neighbors and citizens who are joining forces in this 

endeavor.   With the strength of our entire community, we can 

better the life of every child and family and, together, continue 

the fight against child abuse.    

Stand Together     April 2009  

Child Abuse Prevention & Sexual Assault Awareness Month  

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month  

   

 The month of April has been designated Sexual Assault 

Awareness Month (SAAM). During this month, activities will 

focus on increasing awareness regarding sexual violence and 

its devastating effects. Sexual violence includes all types of 

sexual behavior (ranging from sexual harassment to rape and 

incest) that happen without the consent of the victim.  One in 

six women and one in 33 men in the United States have been 

victims of rape or attempted rape during their lifetimes, and 8 

out of 10 victims knew their perpetrators.  

  Rape is one of the most under reported crimes, making it 

difficult to count the number of cases accurately.  The Na-

tional Womenôs Study said that 84% of women in their sam-

ple did not report their rapes to the police. Cultural norms 

that stigmatize and  blame women for their assault were a 

main cause of not reporting. According to our recent survey in 

Chatham County, many people still believe that men do not 

intend to force a woman to have sex but get carried away and 

that women lead a man on and then cry rape.  The belief in 

both of these myths show that we still have a lot of work to 

do in our community.  They are some of the reasons rape 

survivors often do not disclose their experiences of rape and 

other sexual violence.  

  Sexual violence is not just devastating emotionally and 

physically to the victims, it is debilitating to the community 

economically.  Women who have been sexually assaulted re-

port decreased work function sometimes for up to 8 months 

after the attack.  All forms of sexual violence result in high 

costs for businesses and the economy.  It is related to lower 

productivity, higher rates of absenteeism and lower employee 

morale. Almost 50% of rape victims lose their jobs or are 

forced to quit in the aftermath of the crime. According to the 

NC Coalition Against Sexual Assault, sexual assaults cost NC 

more than $1 billion last year.  

  By working together and pooling our resources, we can 

highlight sexual violence as a major public health issue and 

reinforce the need for prevention efforts.  

Monthly Shelter Needs  

Garbage bags (tall kitchen)     Ziploc bags (all sizes)  

    Plastic containers       Plastic wrap  

Aluminum foil               laundry powder  

           Dish & dishwasher detergent     dryer sheets  

Toilet  paper             Paper towels  

                          Sugar & Coffee          All cleaning supplies  

Canned foods  
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Readings & Songs in the Key of Life was an  

incredible night . 

  Pat Jobe and Gary Phillips shared their writings and 

songs. The Sacrificial Poets , a group of slam poets from 

Chapel Hill, performed powerful pieces on gender, violence 

and respect. WINGS , a group of dancers in Pittsboro opened 

the night with one of their original numbers. We were also 

joined by several musicians in attendance. All told, the night 

netted about $1700 in donations and from the sale of Falling 

in Love with Everything  by Pat Jobe and brought the issues 

of family and sexual violence to the forefront.  

Event Sponsors were:  

 Duffy Gilligan , a mortgage banker 919 929 2045,      

www.duffygilligan.com  

 Weaver Street Realty (919) 929 -5658 Å 116 E Main St, 

Carrboro,  weaverstreetrealty.com  

Volunteers make  

V- day  Open House a  

Success  

 Our ñLove Shouldnôt Hurtò V-day open 

house here at the Blue House in 

February was a complete success !   A 

huge heartfelt  thank -you goes out to 

our friends  

 Vimala Rajendran and AmeriCorps 

team members: Lauren Burke, 

Hayden Stickling, Paul Drake and 

Elyse Keefer  for creating and 

coordinating this fundraiser.  Our open 

house event was energized with joyful 

music from local musicians and bands: 

Gmish,  Down River  and Andrew Magill 

& friends.   Additional sponsorship 

came from  Vestpertine, Benjamin 

Vineyards, Nancy Tanguay, Gary 

Phillips, Kit Gruelle and Kelly 

Ensslin .  Thank you to all our friends, 

volunteers & supporters.  All  funds 

raised go (nearly $2000) to the 

greening and weatherization project 

here at FVRC.  

Greening Up the Blue House  

The Blue House is getting greener! As a 

community service project FVRC is the 

fortunate recipient of a weatherization 

project put together by local AmeriCorps 

volunteers. AmeriCorps team members 

Lauren Burke, Paul Drake, and Hay-

den Strickling  have pooled together 

local agencies and resources to support 

this work project in order to help with 

the energy efficiency of our 100+ year 

old house. Advanced   Energy Corp. sent 

their AmeriCorps team ( Nick Pastore & 

Lauren Westmoreland ) to FVRC for an 

energy assessment and to further cri-

tique our needs,  JOCCA /CCCC Instruc-

tor Doug Dixon brought in his Weather-

izat ion class to use our house as a hands 

on teaching  project and to share some 

of the workload with the AmeriCorps 

team. There are two work weekends 

scheduled for April to get this project 

finalized. If you would like to contribute 

supplies, time or funds to this project 

please contact FVRC, Andrea Batsche 

at  542 -5445.  

FVRC/CFP 


