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October 2008 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Reviewing our year always takes us back to the highlights and challenges of the past year.  

Last year had its share of both. 

We began the year celebrating the 25th anniversary of Family Violence and Rape Crisis 

Services.  With a small gathering of staff and volunteers, we marked the anniversary of our incor-

poration on August 2.  A more formal celebration took place at our October ô07 Annual Meeting.  

At that meeting we honored our Founders with a large brass plaque containing all of their names.  

This is now prominently displayed at the Blue House.  We also honored 16 of our community 

partners with individual framed certificates of appreciation.  You will find all the names in this 

report, along with staff and board members who served during the FY period. 

Other highlights of the year included our second Transforming Communities Auction at 

the Fearrington Barn.  Partnering with Chatham Arts, we raised more than $30,000 to continue 

the work that changes lives in our community each year. Other successful fundraisers included 

the second annual Ride for Peace, the third year of Rosieôs beads, and another successful Burrito 

Bash.  We continue to be amazed by the kindness and generosity of our community.  We also 

sponsored our fifth annual Working Together to Keep Families Safe Conference.   And we held 

our 12th annual summer day camp, Camp Dragonfly, where we watched children exposed to the 

trauma of violence grow wings and fly.  See more about camp inside. 

Our volunteers were as awesome as ever, whether working on the crisis line, special 

events, at the shelter or at Second Bloom.  Lil Royal was our United Way Volunteer of the Year 

for her years of work on our crisis line and at Second Bloom.  Lil then went on to receive a NC 

Award for Outstanding Volunteer Service from the Governor, one of only 20 people in the state 

to be recognized as such. 

We look forward to the coming year with a certain amount of concern.  Already the eco-

nomic climate is shifting, and it will be even more difficult to maintain the support we need to 

continue our services to the community.  As we move into this uncertain time, we know that we 

will be facing increasing challenges in trying to serve the growing number of clients seeking as-

sistance from us ï nearly 1,000 last year.  We remain confident, however, that with the help of 

our friends and supporters, we will continue strong in our mission of promoting peaceful homes, 

building safe communities and empowering individuals to heal from domestic and sexual vio-

lence. 

 

In Peace, 

Jo Sanders, MSW, LCSW 

Co-Executive Director 

 

Kathy Hodges, MSW 

Co-Executive Director 
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2007-2008 

Board of Directors 
 

 Ms. Kelly Ensslin,  

  President 

 Ms. Marcia Jaquith,  

  Treasurer 

 Ms. Mary Linker 

  Secretary 

 Mr. John Gabor 

 Mr. Paul DôAngelo 

 Ms. Katherine Smart 

 Ms. Vicki Newell 

 Mr. Paul Stiller 

 Ms. Ronni Lester 

 

2008 Coalition for  

Family Peace  

Advisory Board 
 

   Ms. Kathy Davis  

    Vice Chair 

   Major Bill Harman  

   Ms . Delphine Harvey 

   Ms. Kathy Hodges, 

    Secretary 

    Mr. George Greger-Holt 

    Ms. Dolly Huffman-Clayton 

    Sergeant Brad Johnson, 

            Chair 

    Ms. Mary Linker 

    Ms. Gloria Maldonado 

    Ms. Jo Sanders, 

  Treasurer 

     Ms. Carol Straight 

Programs and Services 

 

Advocacy and Counseling 
 

Agency advocates and counselors  assisted  914  individuals. Our services 

included: crisis intervention, emotional support, court advocacy, community 

outreach, interpreting, safety planning, short and long term counseling, sup-

port groups and advocacy with local agencies.  We strive to provide survi-

vors with options that empower them to heal and make decisions to be safe 

and live free from violence. 
 

Shelter 
 

The Garden Place provided safe, supportive  emergency and long-term shel-

ter for women and their children fleeing domestic and sexual violence.  We 

provided shelter to 44 women and  24 children for 2130 nights of safe ref-

uge.  The shelter offers individual counseling and support groups for women 

and children, parenting education, safety planning, and referrals.  These ser-

vices give families and individuals safe options and support so that they can 

make plans for breaking the cycle of violence. 

 

Programs for Children Exposed to Violence 
 

HOMES (Helping our Moms Experience Success)  provided in-home par-

enting education, play therapy, and counseling for 33  parents and children 

who have experienced the trauma of domestic  and/or sexual violence. At 

our summer day camp 40  young people experienced a wonderful week of 

activities in a safe nurturing environment. 
 

Prevention Programs 
 

Counselor/educators provided education sessions to every 4th, 7th, 8th, and  9th 

grade class in the Chatham County Public Schools.  2249 students received 

age-appropriate information about recognizing and preventing child abuse, 

sexual assault, peer sexual harassment, dating violence and date and ac-

quaintance rape. Individual follow up was provided for 159 students who 

indicated a desire for further information and support.   Community-based 

prevention efforts included engaging local congregations through Faith Part-

ners for  Family Peace, working with men through Men for Family Peace, 

and starting  a teen-led prevention effort, Teens for  Family Peace.  These 

efforts are aimed at preventing violence before it starts. We are the only pro-

gram in NC participating in both the DELTA and Rape Prevention and Edu-

cation  Projects, both aimed at primary prevention of domestic and sexual 

violence. 

 



 
Coalition For Family Peace 
 

FVRC sponsors the Coalition for Family Peace, Chatham County's coordi-

nated community response to domestic violence and sexual assault.  More 

than 100 members represent law enforcement, the justice system, health 

care, social services, churches, schools, businesses and community mem-

bers.  This year we provided training to more than  600 community mem-

bers, continued efforts to improve the justice system response in our commu-

nity and worked to increase community awareness about the issues of do-

mestic and sexual violence 

 

PEACE (People Ending Abuse Through  

Counseling and Education) 
 

This year our batterers intervention program for domestic violence abusers  

was re-certified under the state standards.  This 26-week psycho-educational 

program builds skills for establishing  and  maintaining non-violent rela-

tionships.  This year we received  49  English and Spanish speaking refer-

rals; 24 of whom successfully completed the program.  Facilitators  (Alan 

Brown, Andrea Redman, and Manuel Colorado ) provided  skilled inter-

vention services focused on increasing safety for victims and accountability 

for batterers. 
 

Second Bloom 
 

Our thrift boutique continued as a business venture that is helping support 

FVRCôs services.  We are indebted to community members who are making 

this effort possible, volunteering their time, donating their clothing and shop-

ping at our store. Second Bloom continues to serve as a  source of clothing 

for shelter clients and as a point of community outreach. 
 

Volunteers 
 

Volunteers are a vital part of our services, providing after-hours coverage for 

our 24 hour crisis line and assisting in numerous ways at  our offices, shelter, 

store, and special events.  This past year  124 volunteers provided  over  3500  

hours of volunteer service . Lil Royal was nominated as FVRCôs  Volunteer 

of the Year and her contributions were celebrated at the United 

Way Volunteer Appreciation Event; she went to receive the Gov-

ernorôs Volunteer Award, one of only 20 in the state to be recog-

nized. 
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FVRC Staff 
July, 2007-June 30, 2008 

 

Kathy Hodges and Jo Sanders,  

Co-Executive Directors 

 

  Pittsboro Office                                                            
        Alex Amorin  

        Andrea Batsche  

 Emma Griffis   

       Tracy Hernandez   

        Helen Hobson  

        Jean  Kilpatrick  

 Margee Rife  

        Andrea Redman 

 Gracie Robinson          

        Melody Troncale 

        Jane Allen Wilson           

        Betsy Wing          

   Siler City Office 
María Pavón  

Manuel Colorado 

Helen Hobson 

Theresa Isley 

Maria Webster (AmeriCorps) 

   Shelter 
Ophelia Francis 

Ella Nelson 

Tamara Patterson 

Juanita Reives 

Kelly Shaban 

Leslie West 

   Second Bloom 
 Nan Baldauf  

 Asia Elzein 

 Jan Williams 

Interns 
Tara Collier 

April Collmer      
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FVRC at Work 

 

  
The disruption and trauma caused by domestic violence and sexual assault have devastat-

ing personal and community consequences affecting the ability of victims to function and cope, the 
stability of the family unit and the safety of the whole community. It is often hard for victims to seek 
out services due to shame and fear. 
 FVRC provides a safe place for victims to speak out against abuse that they have experi-
enced and a space for victims to find encouragement and help accessing the appropriate re-
sources necessary to be safe and to create lives free from violence for themselves and their chil-
dren. 

 

 

.Marcia: Empowered & Reunited with Her Children  
 

 Marcia and her three young children were trapped in domestic violence.  After years of 

violence and isolation from her family and friends, Marcia was beaten so badly that DSS 

stepped in and removed her children, all under the age of 4.  Marcia was released by the hos-

pital to our shelter, the Garden Place.  Marcia had no family in North Carolina and was un-

employed when she came into our shelter. Her main goal was to provide a safe place for her-

self and regain permanent custody of her children.  She needed to obtain employment and 

provide a violence-free home for her children. Marcia attended our weekly support group. We 

also helped her receive food stamps and find employment. She kept up with her chores at the 

shelter and began working and seeking custody of her children. She juggled the many de-

mands of getting back on her feet. Recently Marcia was able to get custody of her three chil-

dren.  She has a steady job and safe housing, her children are doing well, and she feels em-

powered from the help she received from FVRC.  

 

Joseph: a Role Model 
Joseph knew that the violence in his home was not acceptable.  He decided to volunteer for 

the PEACE Program before the violence he committed against  his family escalated and he 

was arrested.  He wanted to be a good husband and father but did not know how.  Joseph en-

rolled in the PEACE Program sponsored by FVRC.  The six-month course taught him how to 

be a supportive father and husband, enabled him to identify when the stress of everyday life 

was accumulating and how to deal in safe and peaceful ways with his family.  After one year 

he is a loving husband and attending a parent and teen group with his children. Joseph has be-

come a role model for his son and other men. 

*Names have been changed to protect the confidentiality of our clients. 
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 Mission 
 

 Promoting peaceful homes, building 

safe communities and empowering indi-

viduals and families to heal  from do-

mestic and sexual violence. 
 

 Values 
 

 SafetyðWe believe that safety in 

our homes and communities is a basic, 

inherent right for all people regardless 

of race, gender, age, sexual orientation, 

socio-economic or immigration status. 
 

 EmpowermentðWe believe that 

empowerment through education, infor-

mation and support is inherently re-

spectful of each individualôs unique 

experience and abilities and is the most 

effective tool for creating hope and 

change. 
  

 Innovation and Competencyð
We endeavor to do our work in a crea-

tive, professional and open manner that 

models shared leadership and coopera-

tive decision-making. 
 

 Diversity and Collabora-   

tionðWe are committed to inclusive 

partnerships that value diversity and the 

opportunity for meaningful collabora-

tion. 
 

 Social JusticeðWe are committed 

to fostering change in community atti-

tudes and responses surrounding the 

difficult and complex issues of domes-

tic violence and sexual assault. 

    

 

Doug and Charlotte: Elder Abuse Stopped 

 

  The call came in late on a Tuesday evening.  Charlotte, in 

her nineties, was being assaulted and financially taken advan-

tage of by her son Brian, her current guardian.  Charlotte 

wanted to know what she could do to have guardianship as-

signed to her younger son Doug and how she could keep her 

oldest son from abusing her. Our advocates helped Charlotte in 

filing for a protective order and supported her during court ap-

pearances They helped her and her younger son get in touch 

with legal services, adult protective services and Council on Ag-

ing services.  These services worked together to get Charlotte 

the help, protection, and assistance she needed.  Today Charlotte 

is well, happy, and protected by her younger son.  He says she is 

back to her old selfðjoking about charging people to see some-

one who is almost 100 years old. 

  

 

 

. 

 

        Mission and Values  

25th Anniversary & Founders 

 Day Celebration 

  Mary Linker 

 

Outreach Pittsboro Street Fair 

   April Collmer 

 

Browns Chapel Fashion Show 

   UMC Women Fundraiser 


