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Dear Friends, 

        It feels like the past year has been filled with more than its share of tragedy, loss and grief close 

to home:  the brutal murder of Keara Hart in Orange County; the violent home invasion and kidnap-

ping of Edwin Gonzales in Chatham Co., still unfound; the arrest of several members of the Duke La-

crosse Team after charges of a gang rape at a team party in Durham; the murder of Bonnie Woodring 

at the shelter in Jackson Co.  This is to name but a few of the events bringing attention to issues of 

domestic violence and sexual assault locally and statewide.  The victims and their families continue to 

suffer immeasurably. 

        Those who assist from the front lines also suffer.  The largest and most stressful portion of our 

work by far is crisis response, including shelter, safety planning, advocacy and system management, 

and crisis and long-term counseling to mitigate the financial and emotional fallout and the traumatic 

impact of these devastating crimes.  A special debt of gratitude is due to our advocates, crisis line vol-

unteers, shelter staff, and counselors who work the front lines day in and day out.  They do this as a 

calling, without need for personal gain or acknowledgement, and their numbers are few.  The toll is 

often seen in vicarious trauma and eventual burnout, resulting in increased rates of staff and volunteer 

turnover for agencies such as FVRC.  Our staff here continues to do effective and amazing work, in 

spite of the stress and challenges. 

  One thing that we have realized in order for us to continue doing the work we do is the impor-

tance of being able to work on violence prevention efforts as well as response after the fact.   While 

we have considered prevention and work with children and teens an important part of our work from 

the beginning, we have stepped up that work over the past three years with targeted prevention efforts 

focusing at first on the faith community and recently expanding to focus on men and teens.  These ef-

forts will grow even more over the next two years as we embark on developing comprehensive pri-

mary prevention plans for domestic and sexual violence. We are proud to have been recognized this 

past May with the NCCADV Award of Excellence for our successes in being a comprehensive pro-

gram.  (See article on page 6.)  The fact that this recognition was given by peers that we respect makes 

it even more meaningful.        

     As we look back at the past year, we also are planning for the future.   In the coming year we 

will be marking our 25th anniversary and celebrating the successes and achievements of FVRC in be-

coming one of the most comprehensive rural domestic violence and sexual assault programs in the 

state.  We will be returning to our partnership with the arts community in Chatham County as we hold 

an auction, celebrating the talents of our community.  We will also be focused on how we can best 

prepare for the future with our new fundraising initiative targeting major donors for specific high-

dollar program needs (technology and staff retention).  This funding initiative will focus on building 

our infrastructure and staffing so that we can continue to effectively  meet the mission of our organiza-

tion: Promoting peaceful homes, building safe communities and empowering families and individuals 

to heal from domestic and sexual violence.   

    We continue to believe that domestic violence and sexual abuse and assault are root causes of 

many of the social problems that face society.  We are grateful for all who work with and support us in 

our efforts. 

 

In Peace, 

 

 

 

 

Jo Sanders, MSW, LCSW     Kathy Hodges, MSW 

Co-Executive Director    Co-Executive Director 
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2005-2006 

Board of Directors 
 

   Ms. Patricia Brown,  

  Secretary 

   Mr. Vince Collura 

   Mr. Paul DôAngelo  

   Mr. Jack Farley 

   Mr. John Gabor 

   Ms. Marcia Jaquith,  

  Treasurer 

   Ms. Mary Linker,  

        President 

   Ms. Nona Mensah 

   Mr. Paul Stiller 

 

2006 Coalition for  

Family Peace  

Advisory Board 
 

 Ms. Kathy Davis 

 Mr. Woody Hathaway 

 Ms. Kathy Hodges, 

  Secretary 

  Mr. Sterlin Holt 

  Sergeant Brad Johnson 

  Ms. Mary Linker 

  Ms. Vicki Newell 

  Rev. Daniel Pantoja 

  Chief Lewis Phillips,  

          Vice Chair 

  Ms. Jo Sanders, 

  Treasurer 

  Mr. Gabriel Soltren, 

  Chair 

Programs and Services 

Advocacy and Counseling 
 

Agency advocates and counselors  assisted  812  individuals. Our services 

included: crisis intervention, emotional support, court advocacy, community 

outreach, interpreting, safety planning, short and long term counseling, sup-

port groups and advocacy with local agencies.  We strive to provide survi-

vors with options that empower them to make decisions to be safe and live 

free from violence. 
 

 

Shelter 
 

The Garden Place provided safe, supportive  emergency and long-term shel-

ter for women and their children fleeing domestic and sexual violence.  We 

provided shelter to 46 women and 38 children for 4782 nights of safe refuge.  

The shelter offers individual counseling and support groups for women and 

children, parenting education, safety planning, and referrals.  These services 

give families and individuals safe options and support so that they can be 

safe and break the cycle of violence. 

 

Programs for Children Exposed to Violence 
 

HOMES (Helping our Moms Experience Success)  provided in-home par-

enting education, play therapy, and counseling for 57  parents and children 

who have experienced the trauma of domestic  and/or sexual violence. At 

our summer day camp 40  young people experienced a wonderful week of 

activities in a safe nurturing environment. 
 

.   

 Prevention Programs 
 

Counselor/educators provided education sessions to every 4th, 7th, 8th, and  9th 

grade class in the Chatham County Public Schools.  2148 students received 

age-appropriate information about recognizing and preventing child abuse, 

sexual assault, peer sexual harassment, dating violence and date and ac-

quaintance rape. Individual conferences were scheduled for 152 students 

who indicated a desire for further information and support.   Community-

based prevention efforts included engaging local congregations through 

Faith Partners for  Family Peace, working with men through Men for Family 

Peace, and starting  a teen-led prevention effort, Teens for  Family Peace.  

These efforts are aimed at preventing violence before it starts.  
 

 

  



 

 

Coalition For Family Peace 
 

The Coalition for Family Peace is Chatham County's coordinated commu-

nity response to domestic violence and sexual assault.  More than 100 mem-

bers represent law enforcement, the justice system, health care, social ser-

vices, churches, schools, businesses and community members.  This year we 

provided training to more than  250 community members, continued efforts 

to improve the justice system response in our community and worked to in-

crease community awareness about the issues of domestic and sexual vio-

lence 

 

PEACE (People Ending Abuse Through  

Counseling and Education) 
 

This year our batterers intervention program for domestic violence abus-

ers  was re-certified under the state standards.  This 26-week psycho-

educational program builds skills for establishing  and  maintaining non-

violent relationships.  This year we received  68  English and Spanish 

speaking referrals; 24 of whom successfully completed the program.  Fa-

cilitators  (Alan Brown, Darien Russell,  Jaime Montaño and Manuel Colo-

rado ) provided  skilled intervention services focused on increasing safety 

for victims and accountability for batterers. 
 

Second Bloom 
 

Our thrift boutique continued as a business venture that is helping support 

FVRCôs services.  We are indebted to community members who are making 

this effort possible, volunteering their time, donating their clothing and shop-

ping at our store. Second Bloom continues to serve as a  source of clothing 

for shelter clients and as a point of community outreach. 
 

Volunteers 
 

Volunteers are a vital part of our services, providing after-hours coverage for 

our 24 hour crisis line and assisting in numerous ways at  our offices, shelter, 

store, and special events.  Various service organizations such as SWOOP and 

UNC Medical students partnered with us to work on short-term renovation pro-

jects at our Pittsboro office and The Garden Place.  This past year 121 volun-

teers provided  4,380  hours of volunteer service .  Paul Stiller was nominated 

as FVRCôs  Volunteer of the Year and his contributions were cele-

brated at the United Way Volunteer Appreciation event in Septem-

ber  2006. 
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FVRC Staff 
June 30 2006 

Kathy Hodges and Jo Sanders,  

Co-Executive Directors 

Pittsboro Office 
Alex Amorin         

Margee Rife   (AmeriCorps  Member) 

Jane Allen Wilson 

 Betsy Wing          

 Emma Griffis 

 Helen Hobson  

 Jean Williams  

 Amy Ort 

        Gracie Robinson 

        Melody Troncale 

        Gwen Madill (AmeriCorps Member) 

        Patricia Nettles (intern) 

        Hope Marasco 

Siler City Office 
María Pavón  

Manuel Colorado 

Helen Hobson 

Theresa Isley 

Shelter 
Michelle Marlowe  

Ella Nelson 

Bessie Elmore 

Faye Newby 

Kelly Shaban 

Carolina Alzuru (AmeriCorps) 

Second Bloom 
Susan Mosca  

Also working at FVRC in the 

2005-06 year: 
Susan Borgesi 

Brittney Coleman 

Anne Dickerson 

Barbara Fesel 

Marilyn Grubbs (intern) 

Barb Härviala 

Helena Hodgdon 

Joey Howell 

Regena Humphries (intern) 

Carmen Luviano (intern) 

Elizabeth Olds (AmeriCorps) 

Tamara Patterson 

Leah Perkinson 

Susanne Saunders 

Claudette Womble 
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Mission and Values  

Mission 
 

Promoting peaceful homes, build-

ing safe communities and empow-

ering individuals and families to 

heal from domestic and sexual 

violence. 
 

Values 
 

 SafetyðWe believe that safety 

in our homes and communities is 

a basic, inherent right for all peo-

ple regardless of race, gender, age, 

sexual orientation or socio-

economic status. 
 

 EmpowermentðWe believe 

that empowerment through educa-

tion, information and support is 

inherently respectful of each indi-

vidualôs unique experience and 

abilities and is the most effective 

tool for creating hope and change. 
  

 .Innovation and Compe-

tencyðWe endeavor to do our 

work in a creative, professional 

and open manner that models 

shared leadership and cooperative 

decision-making. 
 

Diversity and Collabora-

tionðWe are committed to inclu-

sive partnerships that value diver-

sity and the opportunity for mean-

ingful collaboration. 
 

Social JusticeðWe are com-

mitted to fostering change in com-

munity attitudes and responses 

surrounding the difficult and com-

plex issues of domestic violence 

ñSPARKYò Saves Victims Home 
 

Victim Advocate ñSparkyò, also known as Jean Williams, deserves her 

handle.  Recently she secured funds for a domestic violence victim that 

will allow her to keep her home. 
 

The victim, 52-year-old woman, had suffered brain damage from an as-

sault by her abusive husband. She filed for a protective order in January 

of this year.  Due to the brain damage at his hands, she lost her job and is 

limited in her ability to gain employment.  
 

Years ago the victim purchased a home, made her payments and has 

maintained it against all odds. Now she was becoming depressed and 

overwhelmed at the thought of losing her homeðshe had finally found 

the strength to leave her abuser only to face eviction from her home.  
 

Family Violence Rape Crisis Services Advocate, Jean ñSparkyò sent out 

repeated pleas to many agencies.  All local funds had been exhausted. 

Finally the National Domestic Violence Fund found the funds to help 

this long time Chatham County resident. 
 

 Jean is truly an advocate for  victims of domestic violence and sexual 

assault.  Her dedication, understanding, and tenacity to stick with a vic-

tim are commendable.  Jean works long, stressful  and difficult hours for 

FVRC providing rape crisis and family violence response, crisis line 

counseling, advocacy and victim support. She is on the front lines daily 

in the fight for peace, safety and justice in our community often going 

the extra mile for those in need. In her spare time she organized a Ride 

for Family Peace raising funds for FVRCðan event that we hope to re-

peat annually.                                                                                              


